\ 7
'(/
5 -llll(])II-m—- -

DN

ACC Visit

Forum Report

Duxford

ASDA Hike

Young Leaders

Duke of

Edinburgh Award

District Identity

Unit Reports

Other District
News

Forthcoming
Events

If your unit has
done or is doing
anything and
you want others

to know email
the newsletter
at
ENE.Newsletter
@hotmail.com

The First District Explorer Camp of 2009 took place at Herringfleet over the
weekend of the 17" — 19™ April. There were 12 Phoenix Explorers, 7
Humble Explorers, 4 Merlions and 1 from Britannia.

The activities included
backwoods cooking,
Gerry Harmon (Humble)
is pictured with some
Explorers with one of the
spit roasted rabbits. This
wasn’'t an activity that
appealed to all the
Explorers, but some
took to it eagerly and
skinned and prepared
the rabbits, additionally
there were 8 squirrels
prepared for cooking
and similarly spit roasted
over the open fire.
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It was originally thought that there would be
two short cooking sessions, but the Explorers
were so keen do it, Gerry was kept busy
instructing till dinner time! The usual “tastes
like chicken” was heard when the squirrel
was tested! For most dinner consisted of
burgers and sausages cooked on the
barbecue, this was supplement by some with
the cooked rabbi and squirrel.

This camp was “laid back” and designed
mainly to get the various units together as
there has been very little inter unit activities.
There were no hard and fast times except
breakfast, and that wasn’t too early. Activities
started at 10:00 with a break for lunch
around midday - lish. The Explorers were
allowed to choose what they did, they could
do as many activities or as few as they
wanted.

With the weather as good as it was, probably
the best weekend of the year so far, a lot
took the opportunity to sit round and chat or
as you can see from one of the pictures
sunbathe. The main picture on the front page
shows Explorers from Humble, Merlions,
Britannia and an “honorary” Merlion relaxing
and chatting in the sun.

Richard Priest and Stephanie Janes came on
Saturday morning to run archery, a few
Explorers had a go, with a couple staying for
a considerable period, the afternoon saw the
Explorers “relaxing” in the sun and no one
came to the range to shoot again. Richard
and Stephanie didn’t sit idle, they did some
Archery for a Scout Troop that shared the
site for Friday evening till Saturday afternoon.
On Sunday morning archery was again on
offer. Steve Gray set up air rifles for Sunday
morning but none of the Explorers had a go.

An activity that did prove popular with the
Explorers was the catapults, shooting at
empty soda cans, some said they wished
they were full!

It seemed that the Explorers enjoyed
themselves and the camp achieved it's main
object of getting the Explorers to mix
together.
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Lee Anderton the Assistant County Commissioner Explorer Scouts came over to visit the
Explorers and Young Leaders of the District at a “Quiz and Chips” night hosted by Phoenix
Unit at the Caister Scout hut on Friday the 6™ March. Lee gave a run down on what the
County has planned this year including the 24/24 hike and the Birthday Camp later on in
the year. He covered the Young Leader training and Christmas party in December, he said
that they were hoping to allow Explorers coming over for the party, but not actually
attending the training, to stay over. Those Explorers attending the training will be able to
sleep inside; those going only for the party will have to camp out. More details will be
available later. Lee informed the Explorers that County were in the initial planning stages
for an “Area” camp in 2010 at Eaton Vale, this would be for Explorers from Norfolk, Suffolk,
Essex and Cambridgeshire. County are looking for adult volunteers for planning and
activities.

Following the briefing and question and answer session, Lee performed an investiture
ceremony for four Phoenix Explorers, Holly Burton, Poppy Bould, Emma Manning and
Jarrad Bould.
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The investiture was followed by chips and a
“quiz”, teams were supposed to be of 4
Explorers but actually ranged from 2 to 7!

The winning team were the representatives
from Britannia Unit, Thomas Allen and Karl
Gibson. The Leaders, including Lee also took
part and reportedly got a higher score, but
they were also marking the answers!

The ACC visit was arranged for this date as

Lee could not make the earlier Explorer

Forum on the day it took place as the snow to

the west of Norwich was bad and if he got to

the forum, he might not have made it home! In some ways this was a good thing as only
seven Explorers attended the Forum.

The question of uniform was raised before the meeting with Lee so that everyone would be
similarly dressed for the evening. Lee at the meeting pointed out that Explorers are part of
Scouting and that Scouting is a “uniformed” association. He did say that young people of
Explorer age often prefer not to be seen out in full uniform and suggested that if a Unit
prefers not to use full uniform for meetings, the Explorer Polo shirts or a specially printed t-
shirt, rugby shirt or similar could be worn as an alternative.

The first attempt at a District forum took place on 12" February in the 8" Yarmouth hut,
Clive Gritten gave a DofE presentation (see DofE section) and this was followed by a
discussion on the activities planned by District the first of which was a hike on the 15"
March from ASDA to Halvergate via the Berney Arms windmill.

Various camps were discussed and the District Camp planned for April will be “District”
catering so the Explorers mix better, and they will be cooking the evening meal on open
fires. The East Norfolk explorers will also be going to Gradbach with the NSRHF on the
early May bank holiday, the water activities weekend WAW camp at the end of May and
Gilwell 24 in July.

Hopefully the next Explorer Forum will be better supported.

Nine Explorers/Young Leaders
went with the rest of the District
down to the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford in
Cambridgeshire on Saturday 7"
March, six of the nine went as
Young Leaders and helped look
after the sections they work with.

In total over three hundred
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts,
Explorers and helpers travelled
down. Three Explorers had no
responsibilities so had a very easy time, the three from the Merlions are pictured bellow a
Second World War Mosquito bomber.
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The first outdoor Explorer District event of
2009 took place on Sunday 15™ March with,
what was planned to be a leisurely hike from
ASDA to Halvergate approximately 8 miles
down the Weavers Way. The route ran under
the Al12 , then along Breydon to the Berney
Arms and then across the marshes to
Halvergate. The pace set by the Explorers
was far faster than expected with them
arriving in Halvergate an hour ahead of
schedule! The first part of the hike was

straight forward but after the Berney Arms
the Explorers had do some basic map work
and navigation as the footpath was not as
clearly defined.

There were 11 Explorers turned up for
09:30 at ASDA for the hike, 6 Explorers
from Phoenix, 3 from Humble Unit and 1
each from Britannia and Merlions.

YOUNG LEADERS

Two Young Leaders from 1% Belton successfully completed Module A at the end of
January, well done to Aiden Keenan working with the Cub Section and Thomas Chedgey

working with Scouts.

Karl Gibson and Tom Allen from Britannia Unit completed Module J at the Alex Bussey
Centre in Norwich, while the rest of the District went down to Duxford.

There is hopefully a Young Leaders training weekend covering Modules B, C, D & E on
the 27" and 28" June run by County, the training will depend on numbers wanting it.

At present we have no one able to do Module A for Young Leaders in the District, we are

trying to arrange for one to be run by County.

If this is not possible it is hoped to run one

soon after the “Train the Trainer” weekend for Leaders in May.
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Duke of Edinburgh Award

At the first Explorer Forum
on the 12" February at 8™s
Hut Clive Gritten the County
DofE Adviser came over and
gave a very interesting
presentationon on the
various levels of the award.
He covered the service,
skills, physical recreation
and expedition requirements
explaining what each area
covered and how to meet
the requirements. It was
pointed out that Explorers
working as Young Leaders
with the Groups can count
that time towards the service
section of the award.

Unfortunately the forum was very poorly attended and there were almost as many leaders
present as Explorers. Phoenix unit had already seen the DofE presentation about a week
earlier, though there were still Explorers from the Unit at the Forum. lan Beamish with the
Young Leader from Burgh St. Peter braved the weather and made it in. It is hoped that
everyone will take the information back to their units and that following this more Explorers
will sign up for the award.

District: Identity,

EAST NORFOLK

Two of the East Norfolk units have their own Explorer Scout flag but there wasn't one for
District use. A generous donation from ASCO Lifestyle is paying for a flag for “District” use.
Unfortunately due to delivery times the flag will not be here till mid May, so we cannot get it
presented at the St. George’s Day parade!
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District Badge design — we would like Explorers to design a Badge for the District Explorer
Neckerchief which will be used at certain events rather than half a dozen Unit/Group ones.
Unit neckers will NOT be replaced. If you would like to take part in the competition, please
submit your design either electronically or on paper through your unit leader or email it to
eastnorfolkexplorers@hotmail.com. The finished badge will be 8 x 8 cm or 8 cm diameter.
Use up to a maximum 9 colours. The closing date for the competition has been extended
to 31% May 2009. There will be a prize for the winning design. The design should not
include existing unit emblems (Phoenix or Merlion).

What have the units been doing?
HUMBLE

. 4

Humble Explorer Unit did a Banquet Evening for 14 guests and
appear to have had a lot of fun both producing it and putting it on.

Explorers from Merlions went to the Ordnance Survey Outdoor Show at the NEC at
Birmingham on the 28" March.

The Merlions have started Archery sessions on Thursday evenings at the 8" Yarmouth
Scout hut.

~ BRITANNIA

v

No reports for this issue, but it is known that they attended the NEC and went hiking in
Yorkshire
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No reports for this issue

We have now had 4 District events including a Camp, but the turnout has been rather
disappointing. There were only 7 Explorers at the DofE Presentation by Clive Gritten and
apart from the Phoenix unit that hosted the evening only 7 Explorers/Young Leaders from
the rest of the district came to meet the ACC Explorers.

We had a reasonable turnout for the ASDA to Halvergate hike, a total of 11 Explorers,
which was a nice number.

The Camp was very well attended by Humble, Phoenix and Merlions but it was very
disappointing to see only one from Britannia and he was there with his brother from
another Unit.

These District events are meant to supplement the Unit activities, not replace them, they
also give the Explorers a chance to meet and interact with others in the District.

Other District News

Gary Burfield Deputy County Commissioner (Support Services) has taken over from
Danny Daniels as acting District Commissioner.

Glenn Chusonis has taken up the role of ADC Scouts, the DESC will be working closely
with Glenn to ensure Scouts in the District make an easy transition between the sections.

YOUNG LEADER TRAINER TRAINING DISTRICT ARCHERY COMPETITION
Venue to be confirmed (County Wooodlands School, Bradwell
Organised) 25" June
15"- 17" May

GILWELL24

Scout HQ, Gilwell Park
9n-12™ July
www.gilwell24/info
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